Fulfilment
talking to the British Commander-in-Chief. Such friendly
unassuming manners were in direct contrast to the French
Generals Clausel and Harispe who had been there the night
before, and had only ordered dinner to be prepared for them-
selves, and had not invited the Mayor to partake of his own
hospitality, or thanked him, or taken the least notice of him.
" He could not therefore believe that Lord Wellington was
the enemy's General, having been so treated, as he said, * like
a dog' by his friends." x
On March z8th Soult retired into Toulouse, and early on
the same day the Allied Headquarters reached Seysses, which
is within a league of that city.
The last phase of the Peninsular War had now been reached,
and the stage set for the Grande Finale.
The Allied army, however, was not aware of this, and saw
only a big town in front of them waiting to be taken, from
which they were separated by a large river.
The affair did not look too easy. The city of Toulouse
was in an ideal position to resist attack, being surrounded on
three sides by the River Garonne and the Canal of Languedoc,
whilst on the side not so protected, it was covered by the
fortified suburb of San Michel, from whence ran the road to
Carcassone by which Soult, in case of need, could fall back
upon General Suchet's force which had worked its way up
through the north-east frontier of Spain.
The town was also surrounded by an ancient wall with
towers, and further protected on every avenue of approach
by an elaborate system of fortifications which Soult had thrown
up in its defence.
The first part of Lord Wellington's plan of attack consisted
in crossing the Garonne which lay between his army and
Toulouse; and on the 28th an attempt was made by throwing
a bridge across the river six miles from the town.    The rains,
however, had so swollen the river that there were not enough
pontoons to reach across at this point and the attempt had to
1 Larpent, FoL III, p. jj.
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